
During this last year the Mayor and I have met with numerous community members, citizens and
business owners to talk about public safety. I have found a profound difference between what our

citizens expect of Public Safety and what our legislators continue to do in Olympia. There is a
serious disconnect. The legislature does not listen to the practitioners of law enforcement but

continue with their theories and those theories are not working out well for our
 communities.  

You have overwhelmingly made it clear you want safe neighborhoods and safe streets free of crime
and drugs.  I hear you and we at BPD are doing our best to make that happen within the laws of our
State.  You feel that you can not drive safely in Washington anymore and that your neighborhoods
are filled with people who obviously need behavioral health or drug rehabilitation assistance, yet

they are wandering your neighborhoods and effecting your businesses. 

As an example of that divide, I have copied part of the WASPC (Washington Association of Sheriffs
and Police Chiefs) Update from retired Chief Strachan the executive director and 

someone who has continually brought communities together and been a voice
of reason. If you want to read the entire letter and use the links go to

 www.waspc.org and  read the Executive Directors Newsletter. 
Here is what he shared in part: 
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W e  s e e  s o m e  s u p p o r t  f o r  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n
b y  G o v .  F e r g u s o n  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  n e e d s  m o r e  p o l i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e
a l s o  s e e  m o r e  o f  t h e  b i l l s  o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  l a s t  f e w
y e a r s :  l a w s  t h a t  s e e k  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  o r  f o r b i d  t h e  p o l i c e  f r o m  p o l i c i n g .
 
 H e r e ’ s  a  p r i m e  e x a m p l e :  t h e  “ T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  f o r  A l l ”  b i l l ,  H B  1 5 1 2 ,  s p o n s o r e d
b y  R e p .  C h i p a l o  S t r e e t  ( D - 3 7 )  w h o  s t a t e s  i t  w i l l  “ r e i n f o r c e  t h e  n e e d  f o r
t a r g e t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t …  O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I ’ m  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i s
t h a t  t h e r e ’ s  a  l a y e r  o f  l a w l e s s n e s s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y . ”  R e p .  S t r e e t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t
t h e  b i l l  “ w o u l d  a l l o w  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  t o  f o c u s  o n  i n f r a c t i o n s  m o r e
c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  r o a d  s a f e t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  o n  i s s u e s  l i k e  e x p i r e d
t a b s  o r  m i n o r  v e h i c l e  d e f e c t s .  H e  s a i d ,  “ I f  I  u s e  a  c r u d e  e x a m p l e ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e
p e o p l e  w a l k i n g  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  y i e l d i n g  m a c h e t e s ,  I ’ d  r a t h e r  h a v e  o u r  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a d d r e s s i n g  t h o s e  f o l k s  w i t h  m a c h e t e s ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o
w r i t i n g  t i c k e t s  f o r  p a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o n s . ”

T h e  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  H o u s e  i s  f o u n d  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  i t s e l f  s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  4 2
m i n u t e  m a r k .  H e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  o n  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  K I N G  5 ,  a n d  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  f r o m
K I R O  R a d i o .  H e r e  a r e  a  f e w  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  t o  n o t e :

L i k e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  H B  1 5 1 2  o r  " T r a f f i c  S a f e t y
f o r  A l l "  i s  a n o t h e r  b i l l  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  f o r b i d  o r  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e
p o l i c e  f r o m  p o l i c i n g .  I t  i s  b a s e d  o n  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  p o l i c e ,  a n d  l i k e
t h e  o t h e r  b i l l s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  m o r e  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  r u l e
o f  l a w .

http://www.waspc.org/
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T h e  i n s i d i o u s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  “ h e l p ”  t h e  p o l i c e  b y
a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  f o c u s  o n  “ r e a l  c r i m e ” ,  i s  t h a t  i t  s e t s  u p  o f f i c e r s  t o  f a i l .
W h y ?  T h e  b i l l  s a y s  o f f i c e r s  c a n n o t  s t o p  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  a n  e q u i p m e n t
v i o l a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  o f f i c e r  d e e m s  i t  t o  b e  a n  u n d e f i n e d  “ s a f e t y  r i s k ” .
I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  f u t u r e .  I f  a n  o f f i c e r  s t o p s  a
v e h i c l e  a s  a  " s e r i o u s  r i s k " ,  t h e y  m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  c i v i l  l a w s u i t s  a n d
a r g u m e n t s  m a d e  b y  c i v i l  p l a i n t i f f s ’  a t t o r n e y s  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  e n o u g h  o f
a  r i s k ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  e n g a g e d  i n  s o m e  s o r t  o f  p r o f i l i n g ,  a l o n g  w i t h
c o m p l a i n t s  t o  t h e  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  T r a i n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  c a r e e r -
e n d i n g  d e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  t h e  t h r e a t .  I f  a n  o f f i c e r  d o e s  n o t  s t o p  t h e
v e h i c l e  a n d  i t  c a u s e s  a  s u b s e q u e n t  c o l l i s i o n ,  t h e y  m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  t o
c i v i l  l a w s u i t s  a n d  a r g u m e n t s  m a d e  b y  p l a i n t i f f s ’  a t t o r n e y s  t h a t  t h e
o f f i c e r  s h o w e d  d e l i b e r a t e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  d e c e r t i f i e d .  T h i s
d o e s  n o t  m a t c h  t h e  s t a t e d  i n t e n t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  I t  p r o v i d e s  m o r e  r e a s o n s  t o  c h o o s e
n o t  b e  w o r k  i n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  

T h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  m a k e  m o r e  t r a f f i c  s t o p s  s o  l e g a l l y  f r a u g h t
a n d  c u m b e r s o m e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  o c c u r  a t  a l l .  A g a i n -  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e
p o l i c e  f r o m  p o l i c i n g .  T h i s  i s  d e f u n d i n g  b y  a n o t h e r  m e a n s .
T h i s  b i l l  i s  g r e a t  f o r  c i v i l  p l a i n t i f f s ’  a t t o r n e y s ,  w h o  g e t  c a s e s  a n d  f e e s ,
w h i l e  t h e  l e g a l  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  a n  o f f i c e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r i s e .  C u r r e n t  a n d
p o t e n t i a l  o f f i c e r s  s e e  i t ,  a n d  t h e y  s e e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  a r e
d o i n g .  F u n d i n g  i s  g r e a t ,  b u t  o f f i c e r s  n e e d  t o  s e e  o u r  e l e c t e d  l e a d e r s
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m ,  n o t  c o n t i n u a l l y  d e m o n i z i n g  t h e m .

A s  v e h i c l e s  b e c o m e  m u c h  s a f e r  t h r o u g h  t e c h n o l o g i e s  l i k e  a u t o m a t i c
e m e r g e n c y  b r a k i n g ,  m o r e  a n d  b e t t e r  a i r b a g s ,  t r a c t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  a d a p t i v e
c r u i s e  c o n t r o l ,  b l i n d  s p o t  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  m o r e ,  f a t a l  c r a s h e s  h a v e ,
a m a z i n g l y ,  i n c r e a s e d  5 1 %  i n  o u r  s t a t e  s i n c e  2 0 1 9 .  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  q u a i n t
n o t i o n  o f  “ T a r g e t  Z e r o ”  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ?  O u r  c a r s  a r e  m u c h  s a f e r ,  b u t
f a t a l i t i e s  a r e  r i s i n g  f a s t .  W h y ?  T o o  f e w  o f f i c e r s ,  t o o  f e w  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,
t o o  m a n y  r e a s o n s  t o  n o t  i n i t i a t e  p o l i c e  c o n t a c t s ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  b r a z e n
d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  l a w .  H B  1 5 1 2  s e n d s  a n o t h e r  m e s s a g e  t h a t  l a w s  a r e  n o t
r e a l l y  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d ,  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k
T i m e s  l o o k e d  a t  r e d u c e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  i t s  l i n k  t o  i n c r e a s e d
t r a f f i c  d e a t h s .  T h e  d a t a  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  d i r e c t l y  r e f u t e s  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s
m a d e  b y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s -  t h a t  l e s s  l o w - l e v e l  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e a n s  g r e a t e r
s a f e t y .  T r a f f i c  d e a t h s  h a v e  r i s e n  w h e n  t r a f f i c  s t o p s  d e c l i n e d ,  p e r i o d .  
F i n a l l y ,  w h i l e  t h i s  l a w  i s  s u p p o s e d l y  a b o u t  r e d u c i n g  p o l i c e  i n t e r a c t i o n s
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i t  e x e m p t s  c a r  t a b s  i f  t h e y  a r e  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  p a s t  d u e .
S o ,  i s  t h i s  a b o u t  s a f e t y ,  o r  r e v e n u e ?  I f  i t ’ s  a b o u t  s a f e t y ,  t h e n  l i c e n s e
t a b s  s h o u l d  b e  e x e m p t e d  c o m p l e t e l y ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  v i o l a t i o n s  w h i c h  n o
l o n g e r  b e  a  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  a  s t o p  s h o u l d  s i m p l y  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m
t h e  b o o k s .  
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R e g a r d i n g  H B  1 5 1 2 ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  T a c o m a  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  t o  f i n d  m y  e - m a i l
a n d  s e n t  m e  a  c o p y  o f  w h a t  s h e  w r o t e  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s .  I t  e x p r e s s e s  w e l l  h o w
m a n y  w o u l d  f e e l  a b o u t  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  m a k e  o u r  s t a t e  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  f l o u t
t h e  l a w ,  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g  f r u s t r a t i o n  m a n y  f e e l  w i t h  f e e l i n g  l i k e  a  c h u m p  f o r
p a y i n g  t h e i r  t a x e s  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r u l e s .

S h e  w r o t e :  I  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  a m  o u t r a g e d  t h a t  i t ’ s  e v e n  b e i n g
c o n s i d e r e d .  I f  y o u  d r i v e  a  c a r  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  y o u  m u s t  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r

r e p a i r s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  i n s u r a n c e .  A l l o w i n g  v e h i c l e s  w i t h  b r o k e n
t a i l l i g h t s  o r  e x p i r e d  t a b s  o n  t h e  r o a d  i s  a  s a f e t y  h a z a r d .  I  a l r e a d y  s e e  t o o
m a n y  c a r s  w i t h o u t  p l a t e s  -  w h a t ’ s  n e x t ?  E l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t a b s  o r

i n s u r a n c e  a l t o g e t h e r ?  I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  m y  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  a n d  l a s t
y e a r ,  I  p a i d  n e a r l y  $ 1 , 0 0 0  f o r  t a b s  o n  j u s t  o n e  c a r ,  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
p o r t i o n  g o i n g  t o  t h e  R T A  t a x .  A n d  I ’ m  a  r e t i r e e !  I f  p e o p l e  s t a r t  d r i v i n g

w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t h e s e  f e e s ,  w h o  w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t s ?  W h e n  d r i v e r s  n e g l e c t
e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r s ,  w h o  p a y s  t h e  p r i c e ?  T h e  b u r d e n  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  f a l l  o n
t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  r u l e s .  R e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o
f o o t  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  r e f u s e  t o  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e .  O n  t o p  o f  t h a t ,  t h i s

b i l l  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p u l l
d r i v e r s  o v e r  f o r  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e .  W h y  m a k e  i t  h a r d e r  f o r  p o l i c e  t o  d o  t h e i r

j o b  a n d  k e e p  o u r  r o a d s  s a f e ?  T o  m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  i n  2 0 2 4 ,  o n e  o f  o u r
c a r s  w a s  r e a r - e n d e d  b y  a n  u n i n s u r e d  d r i v e r .  I t  w a s  t h e i r  f a u l t ,  y e t  w e  h a d
t o  t a k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  k i n d  o f  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h i s
b i l l  e n c o u r a g e s .  I  a m  t i r e d  o f  b e i n g  t a x e d  r e l e n t l e s s l y  w h i l e  o t h e r s  g e t  a

f r e e  p a s s .  E n o u g h  i s  e n o u g h !  P a s s i n g  t h i s  b i l l  o n l y  r e w a r d s  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
a n d  p u n i s h e s  t h o s e  w h o  d o  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .

If you are still reading, then I thank you for caring enough to spend the time
learning about what is happening that directly effects your safety and
community. I would ask that you begin telling your legislators what it is you
expect and want from them. We hear you and are using the resources we have
to best make that happen in our city.   I will be expecting the Governor to roll
out help for cities like ours. Cities that are greatly understaffed and lost
numerous officers over the last several years. This was a campaign promise he
made and I for one want to hold him to it.

We will continue to provide services abiding by the law and within the abilities
we are afforded to protect and serve you with. 

Sincerely,
Chief Tom Wolfe


